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This English-as-an-Additional 
-Language syllabus was developed 
to help improve communication 
and understanding of water, where 
it comes from and how we use it. 
It is designed to educate about 
Melbourne’s water suppliers, the 
price of water and the need to pay 
for water and sewerage services, 
and payment assistance available 
for our culturally and linguistically 
diverse community.
 
South East Water is about Healthy 
Water for Life. We all depend on  
water for health and wellbeing, and 
it is the essence of our life and our 
lifestyle. With a growing community 
of customers who speak a language 
other than English at home, many 
of whom have recently arrived from 
countries where water is not readily 
available from turning on a tap in the 
home, this message is particularly 
fitting. Our intent is for this syllabus 
to be used by adult English language 
schools as a valuable resource for 
newly arrived immigrants to learn 
about Australian regulations and local 
laws around water, and as a resource 
to help with English literacy and  
numeracy skills.

Dr Hamish Reid
General Manager Customer

The aims of this resource:

•	 Demonstrate that the water from  
our taps is safe to drink and use. 

•	  Identify how we use water and 
why we need to use it efficiently. 

•	  Encourage and educate students 
about how to use water efficiently. 

•	  Inform and empower students 
with the knowledge of how to  
access information, pay a bill  
or contact their water supplier. 

•	  Develop and instil confidence in 
students to help them to apply this 
knowledge in their daily lives. The 
outcomes we hope to achieve: 

 –  Informed community members  
who have an understanding of 
where water comes from in  
Melbourne and the importance  
of water conservation 

 –  Participants who can 
understand and identify how  
much water they’re using 

  –  Participants who understand  
the need to efficiently use water  
and have the ability to put water  
efficiency practises in place  
every day 

  –  Participants that are confident  
and empowered to contact their  
water supplier when the need  
arises

English-as-an-Additional 
-Language Syllabus

Introduction



Structure of the Curriculum Resource

1.   This resource has been  
designed for three language  
levels – Beginners, Level 1 and 
Level 2, and is suitable for EAL  
framework and the Certificate  
in Spoken and Written English. 
 

Teachers may select and sequence 
activities according to the needs, 
interests and learning styles of  
the students and may adapt or 
include activities from other levels. 
Teachers may find that activities in  
the Beginners section will provide  
scaffolding to some of the activities  
designed for higher levels. Activities 
marked in green (General) are  
suitable for all or multiple levels.

2.  The resource concentrates  
on three main units. 

  Each unit encompasses several 
themes covering where water 
comes from, how we use it and 
your water provider. Although  
not prescribed it is beneficial for 
units to be taught sequentially, 
especially units one and two.

3.  Each unit contains a  
series of activity outlines  
and accompanying  
worksheets and handouts.  
 

These can be accompanied by  
current media advertisements and 
stories, excursions and incursions. 
When developing and selecting  
activities for each theme, teachers 
should take into consideration their 
students’ needs and interests, and 
may extend or condense information 
and activities depending on interests 
and time constraints.

Activity Colour Coded Levels
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Unit 1   
The Water We Drink

Water and the World 
What is water? 
Where does it come from?

Unit 2   
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Water efficiency

Unit 3   
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Paying your bill 
Form filling 
Contacting your supplier
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Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Vocabulary Activity 01

General

Materials 

•	  Word Find
 – Water Forms and Places

These words can then be:

•	  put into sentences  
(verbally or written) 

•	  jumbled for students to  
rearrange letters to make  
words from vocab list  
(for example retwa/water) 
 

 

•	 placed in a word find 

•	  added to as you progress  
through units 

•	  have students complete  
the word find

Activity – All Levels

Get students to brainstorm words relating to water and display them 
around the room.

The Water We Drink
Activity 01: Vocabulary
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Activity 01

Worksheet

Water Forms  
and Places

Word Find

Words to find 

 beach 

 hail

 ice 

 lake 

 ocean 

 pond 

 puddle 

 rain 

 raindrops 

 river 

 snow 

 steam 

 water 

 waterfall

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

The Water We Drink
Activity 01: Vocabulary

i n h u a h v g s l n a l t i

t c e n h n r p l a l d i i n

e n e b c e o a b e a c h r e

o s r i t r f t n t i n o f r

r r l n d r d e a e i t h s e

w a e n e o o a r b w a t e r

n t i t a f c e n p g e a i o

s a a n i r n e r d n c t u r

r w p u d d l e a i h a i l w

a o n p i v d r e n v a y g g

e d s c i s t n d s p e n m g

i l t n r o n l a k e o r a r

i p e o i m s o e n l e n v t

m w a p n i a e w t o t s d m

h e m e s e t r a a a t t o n
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Activity 02

Beginners

Materials

•	  Images of water (collected  
from magazines, calendars, 
newspapers, internet, etc.) 

•	 Scissors 

•	 Glue 

•	  Cut out cardboard  
letters recreation

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Water Collage

•	  Write students’ answers  
on the board under the  
headings: recreation, nature,  
uses and carriers. 

•	  Get the students to collect  
images relating to the  
headings given.

Activity – Beginners

Activity – All levels

As a class discuss where we find water, how we use it and what we use 
to hold it in.

•	 Once images have been  
collected, ask the students to  
categorise the pictures so that 
they are in like groups. 
 

An example of the possible 
types of classification is  
shown below.

•	 	Students	then	proceed	to	make	 
a collage representing these  
categories. You may need to 
model collage techniques  
– cutting out, overlapping,  
coating with PVA and water  
to give a shiny finish.

One idea of representing these  
classifications would be to have 
larger letter outlines, as below,  
with each letter representing  
one area. 

Get the students to collect images of water and objects or activities  
associated with water from magazines, the internet, newspapers,  
information pamphlets, etc. You may need to provide extra images  
to add some diversity or examples – scenery from calendars,  
water sports, etc.

Recreation Nature Uses Carriers

fishing waterfall cooking tap

surfing ocean cleaning bucket

skiing river farming jug

swimming rain gardening glass

Activity 02

General

The Water We Drink
Activity 02: Water Collage



Get students to use their 
five senses to brainstorm 
and describe water.  
Record their descriptions 
on the board.
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Activity 03

Beginners

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Describing Water

•	 Pour a glass of water and  
discuss what it looks like.  
Refer to the collage from  
activity two and discuss the  
colours water can take on.

 –  Water looks: colourless,  
clear, blue in the ocean,  
white in the snow.

•	 Give each student a glass  
of water to taste and discuss  
what it tastes and smells like. 

 – Water tastes: refreshing,  
natural, salty at the beach. 

 – Water smells: odourless.

•	  Listen to water sounds from the 
internet or a CD and discuss  
the sounds they hear. 

 –  Water sounds: drip, splash,  
surf crashing on the beach,  
river trickling. 

Activity – Beginners

Get students to use their five senses to brainstorm and describe water. 
Record their descriptions on the board.

•	 Get students to pour some  
water into their palm or dip  
their hand into the glass of  
water and discuss how it  
feels. Also discuss how water 
would feel in different forms  
(eg. snow = cold). 

 – Water feels: wet, cold,  
warm, damp.

•	 Then get students to select  
descriptions and record them  
on their Describing Water  
worksheet.

•	 Give students a glass of tap  
water and get them to record  
their answers in the first column  
on their Describing Water  
extension worksheet; this  
activity can be done in pairs. 
Once this has been done, add 
salt to the water and repeat the 
procedure (students will record 
new answer in second column).

•	 As a class discuss the  
students’ findings and write  
up comparisons.

The Water We Drink
Activity 03: Describing Water

Materials

•	 Describing Water worksheet 

•	 Describing Water  
extension worksheet 

•	 A jug of water 

•	 A glass for each student 

•	 Salt (for extension worksheet) 

•	 CDs of water sounds  
(e.g. Waterfalls, rain or 
water sounds taken from  
the internet)
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Describing  
Water

Use adjectives or sentences to describe water

Water looks

Water tastes

Water feels

Water smells

Water sounds

The Water We Drink
Activity 03: Describing Water

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Activity 03

Worksheet



13The Water We Drink
Activity 03: Describing Water

Tap Water Salt Water

Describing  
Water

With your partner pour a glass of tap water and use your senses.  
Write down your answers in the first column. Now, add a teaspoon  
of salt and stir. Write down your answers in the second column.

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Are they the same or different?
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Materials

•	 Water Facts worksheet

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Water Facts Activity 04

Activity 04

Level 2

General

Activity 04

Level 1

•	 For example:

 – water is colourless 

 – water can take the form  
of a liquid, gas or solid 

 – water is constantly recycled 

 – water is essential for life 

 – the symbol for water is H2O

•	  If the students find it difficult to 
come up with facts get them 
to search water facts on the 
internet. 

•	 Get students to complete the 
Water Facts worksheet by  
unjumbling the sentences  
to make water facts.

Answers to Water Facts  
worksheet

1.   64 per cent of Melbourne’s  
water is used in homes.

2.   Australia is the driest inhabited 
continent on Earth.

3.   Australia is one of the highest 
water users in the world.

4.   The average Melbourne  
household uses about 236 kL  
per household per year.

5.   97 per cent of the world’s  
water is salty.

6.   Every living thing on our  
planet needs water to survive.

Activity – Level 1 and Level 2

Have students work in pairs or groups to discuss what water is,  
including facts or descriptions about water (this will largely vary  
depending on the level of the class).

The Water We Drink
Activity 04: Water Facts Source: Victoria in Future 2014 - Greater Melbourne Capital City.
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Activity 04: Water Facts

Water Facts

With your partner unjumble the following sentences  
to find out some interesting water facts.

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Activity 04

Write the unjumbled sentence underneath the jumbled one.  
Remember capitals at the beginning of sentences and punctuation at the end.

1. Melbourne’s homes. of 64 used per in cent water is

2. Earth. continent is Australia driest on the inhabited
 

3. one users water world. highest the in the of Australia is
 

4. 236 kL year. The Melbourne uses each of average about water household
 

5. of salty. world’s 97 the is per water cent
 

6. thing water Every on planet our survive. living to needs
 

Worksheet
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Materials 

•	  Images of Water in  
Various States handout

•	 Get students to choose one 
image to brainstorm adjectives, 
verbs and phrases that describe 
the picture.

Examples:

Water

•	 Cool, clear 

•	 Pouring, filling, drinking 

•	 Down my throat 

•	 Water

River

•	 Clean, natural 

•	 Flowing, babbling, running 

•	 Over the brown rocks 

•	 River

Activity – All Levels

Show students images of water in various forms (use handout  
or own images).

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Cinquain Poems

The Water We Drink
Activity 05: Cinquain Poems

Cinquain poem structure

•	 Title 

•	 Two adjectives 

•	 Three words expressing actions 

•	 A four word sentence about  
line one or a feeling 

•	  One word – repeat the  
title or use a synonym

Background Information

Activity 05

Activity 05Activity 05

Level 2

BeginnersGeneral

Activity 05

Level 1
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Activity 05

Level 2

Activity 05

Level 1

Activity 05

Beginners

Materials

•	 Images of Water in  
Various States handout 

•	   Cinquain Poems  
– Water Poetry worksheet

Materials

•	  Images of Water in  
Various States handout 

•	  Cards with vocab and  
phrases to match images  
(prepared by teacher)

Materials

•	 Cinquain Poems worksheet 

•	  Cinquain Poems  
– Water Poetry worksheet

•	  Have the students read the  
cards out aloud. 

•	  Clarify any unknown vocab  
for the students. 

•	  Display the images that  
correspond to the cards, by  
placing them at the front of  
the room or on the board.

•	  Students will then need to  
say which image they believe  
their card belongs to and why,  
eg. I think _________________ 
belongs to picture one  
because __________________.

•	 Discuss answers and explore  
differing opinions. 

•	  Demonstrate the structure  
of a cinquain poem and then  
create a poem together.

•	 Students then create their  
own cinquain poems with a  
partner using the Water Poetry  
(cinquain poems) worksheet.

•	  Demonstrate the structure  
of a cinquain poem. 

•	 Model how to apply this  
structure.

•	 Students then create their  
own cinquain poems using the 
Water Poetry (cinquain poems) 
worksheet.

Activity – Beginners

Activity – Level 1

Activity – Level 2

Give students cards with descriptive words or phrases on them.

Give students the Cinquain Poems worksheet and ask them to match the 
vocab and phrases to the images.

Place students in small groups and give them an image(s) to discuss and 
record vocab.

Cinquain Poems

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

The Water We Drink
Activity 05: Cinquain Poems
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Activity 5

Handout

Images of Water  
in Various States

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

The Water We Drink
Activity 05: Cinquain Poems
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Match the words and descriptions to each of the pictures below.  
Some may apply to more than one picture.

Activity 5

Worksheet

Cinquain Poems

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

•	 melting 

•	 water flowing quickly 

•	 white 

•	 grey 

•	 blue 

•	 rain falling 

•	 cold 

•	 puddle 

•	 early morning 

•	 changing 

•	 still 

•	 playing 

•	 peaceful 

•	 wet 

•	 nature 

•	 clean 

•	 ice 

•	 river 

•	 lake

The Water We Drink
Activity 05: Cinquain Poems
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Activity 5

Worksheet

Cinquain Poems  
– Water Poetry

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

The Water We Drink
Activity 05: Cinquain Poems

Create a cinquain poem about water using the following structure.

Example

•	 Title 

•	 Two adjectives 

•	 Three words expressing actions 

•	  A four word sentence about line one or a feeling 

•	  One word – repeat the title or use a synonym

  Water

  Cool, clear

  Pouring, filling, drinking

  Down my throat

  Water

1. Title

 

2. Two adjectives

 

3. Three words expressing actions

 

4. A four word sentence about line one or a feeling

 

5. One word – repeat the title or use a synonym

 



Have students create  
cinquain poems  
about water.



97%
Salt Water

3%
Fresh Water

The Earth’s
Water

1.2%
Other30.1%

Groundwater

68.7%
Glaciers 

and Icecaps 

Fresh Water
Locations

Earth’s Water
/ Land Ratio

70%
of Earth is 
covered in water

30%
of Earth is
land mass

The Earth’s 
Fresh Water

2%
Rivers11%

Wetlands

87%
Lakes

Background Information

Although the Earth is covered 
predominantly in water only a small 
amount is available for human  
consumption. On Earth there  
are two main types of water  
– freshwater and saltwater.

Salt water sources
•	 ocean
•	 sea

97%

Fresh water sources
•	 groundwater
•	 rivers
•	  rain, snow, hail and  

sleet (precipitation)
•	 spring or aquifer
•	 lakes

3%
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World’s  
Water Supply

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

The Water We Drink
World’s Water SupplyWater facts taken from Water – Learn It! Live it! 2008.

Water Facts
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Materials

•	 Globe or map of the world

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Water vs Land

•	 Facts: 

 – 30 per cent of the Earth  
is land mass 

 –  70 per cent of the Earth  
is water

•	  As a class play a game of odds 
– have 10 students spin the 
globe, close their eyes and then 
randomly point somewhere. 
Record whether it was land  
or water. Students can predict 
the outcome and discuss  
their findings.  
 
If 70 per cent of the Earth is  
water what do you think will be 
the most common outcome? 
 
This activity can also be done in 
pairs with an atlas or map of the 
world, with findings recorded 
and reported back to the class.

Activity – All Levels

Use a globe or map of the world to illustrate the ratio between land  
and water.

Activity 06

General

The Water We Drink
Activity 06: Water vs Land
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Materials

•	 One litre jug or container 

•	 Two graduated measuring 
containers (approx.  
50–100 millilitres and 
clear for visibility) 

•	 Measuring jug 

•	 Salt 

•	 Food dye (may be added  
to water so that it is easier  
to see in a class situation)

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

World’s  
Water Supply

Procedure 

1.  Fill container one with one litre 
of water. This represents the 
total amount of water found  
on Earth (70 per cent).

2.  Take 30 millilitres of water from  
container one and pour into  
one of the graduated measuring 
containers (container two). This 
represents the proportion that  
is fresh water (3 per cent).

3.  Add salt to container one to 
simulate sea water and to  
demonstrate that this water  
is unsuitable for human use.

4.  Take 10 millilitres from container 
two and pour into a graduated 
measuring container (container 
three). This represents the 
water available for us to use –  
non-frozen freshwater 
(1 per cent).

5.  Discuss where most of our fresh 
water is found. About 68.7 per 
cent of fresh water is frozen 
in icecaps and glaciers and is 
inaccessible because of its polar 
location. If time allows place 
container two in the freezer.

6.  Label containers as follows:

•	 container one – salt water. 

•	 container two – inaccessible 
fresh water (ice caps). 

•	 container three  
– available water to all living 
things (surface and  
underground supplies).

7.  Discuss the implications  
of these demonstrations. 

•	 What does this mean for  
our water use? 

•	 Do you think the 1 per cent  
is evenly distributed around  
the Earth? 

•	 Is all that 1 per cent of  
water the same quality? 

•	 What would affect the quality?

Activity – All Levels

Volume model

As a class discuss the world’s water supply.

Activity 07

General

The Water We Drink
Activity 07: World’s Water Supply
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Activity 08: The World’s Water

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

The World’s Water

•	 Discuss vocabulary students  
may not understand. 

•	 Students then complete  
The World’s Water worksheet A.

•	 Students then need to read the 
passage on the world’s water 
and complete the questions on 
The World’s Water worksheet B.

Activity – Level 1

Activity – Level 2

As a class read the passage on the world’s water together.

Go through vocabulary you anticipate your students will have difficulty  
with (e.g. precious, substance, referred, consumption, desalination,  
potentially, constantly).

Activity 08

Level 2

Activity 08

Level 1

Materials

•	 The World’s Water  
worksheet A

Materials

•	 The World’s Water  
worksheet B 

•	 Dictionaries
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Activity 08: The World’s Water

The World’s Water

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Use the information below to complete the worksheet

Activity 8

Worksheet A

Water is one of the most precious substances on the 
Earth. Every living thing on Earth needs water to survive. 
More than 70 per cent of the Earth’s surface is  
covered by water and because of this it is often referred to 
as the Blue Planet. However, not all of this water is suitable 
for people to drink. Ninety seven per cent of the Earth’s 
water is found in the ocean and is salty. This cannot be 
used unless it goes through a process called desalination,  
where the salt is removed from the water. 

Of the remaining three per cent of the Earth’s water, two 
per cent is glaciers and icecaps. This leaves us with a total 
of one per cent available for all living things. The amount  
of water in the world never changes. Water is constantly 
recycled through the water cycle and may be found in 
three different states – liquid, gas and solids.

Answer the following questions.

7. Why is water precious?

8.  What percentage of the Earth’s water is salt water?

9. Why is Earth referred to as the Blue Planet?

10. What is the process called that removes salt from water?

Answer True or False  
to the water facts below.

1.   All living things 
need water to  
survive.

T F 

2.   The three forms  
of water are liquid,  
gas and metal.

T F 

3.   Only one per cent  
of the world’s  
water is frozen

T F 

4.   We can drink  
sea water. T F 

5.   Earth is also  
known as the  
Green Planet.

T F 

6.   The amount of  
water in the world  
never changes.

T F 
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Water is one of the most precious substances on the Earth. Every living thing on Earth 
needs water to survive. More than 70 per cent of the Earth’s surface is covered by 
water and because of this it is often referred to as the Blue Planet. Not all of this water, 
however, is suitable for people to drink. Ninety seven per cent of the Earth’s water is 
found in the ocean and is salty. This cannot be used unless it goes through a process 
called desalination, where the salt is removed from the water. Of the remaining three  
per cent of the Earth’s water, two per cent is glaciers and icecaps. This leaves us with 
a total of one per cent available for all living things. The amount of water in the world 
never changes. Water is constantly recycled through the water cycle and may be  
found in three different states – liquid, gas and solids.

Use the information below to complete the worksheet

Answer True or False  
to the water facts below.

1.   All living things need 
water to survive. T F 

2.   The three forms of  
water are liquid,  
gas and metal.

T F 

3.   Only one per cent  
of the world’s water  
is frozen.

T F 

4.   We can drink  
sea water. T F 

5.    Earth is also known  
as the Green Planet. T F 

6.   The amount of  
water in the world  
never changes.

T F 

Complete the following.

7.  Why is water precious?

8.  Write a sentence telling me about something else in your life that is precious.

9.  Why is Earth referred to as the Blue Planet?

10. What is the process called that removes salt from water?

11.   Label the graph to show the percentage of salt water  
and fresh water found on Earth. Use the graph (right) 
to complete the following sentences.

   
makes up thee per cent of the water  
found on Earth.

 per cent of the Earth’s water is salt water.

12.  Can all water be used for drinking? Write the sentence  
used in this paragraph that supports your answer.  
 

Water 
Body

Representation Percentage 
of water  
on Earth

Oceans 
and seas

One bucket  
of water

97%

Polar  
icecaps 
and  
glaciers

One glass  
of water

2.25%

Under-
ground 
stores

One bottle  
cap of water

0.74%

Lakes 
and  
rivers

One drop  
of water

0.01%

The Earth’s Water

Salt Water

Fresh Water

Activity 08

Worksheet B

The World’s Water

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

The Water We Drink
Activity 08: The World’s Water
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Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Water Fact  
Match-up

•	 Explain to students that there 
are four water bodies and  
affiliated information. 

•	 The students’ task is to find 
their four class mates who  
have information relating to  
their card. This is done by  
walking around the room asking 
questions of each other. 

•	 When students have found their 
group, have them place their  
set of five cards on the board. 

•	 Give students time to read  
the sets of cards. Ask for their 
opinion on whether they believe 
the facts are correct or not.  
As a class reread, discuss  
and change where necessary. 

•	 In pairs have the students  
cut, mix and then match the 
facts from the Water Fact 
Match-up worksheet with the 
corresponding water image. 

•	 These fact cards can also be 
used as a memory game.

Activity – Levels 1 and 2

Distribute one or two cards out to each student (depending on class 
numbers).

Activity 09

Level 2

Activity 09

Level 1

Materials

•	 Water Fact Match-up  
worksheet (adapted from 
Water – learn It. live It.  
Where on Earth is water?) 

•	 Scissors 

•	 One set of already cut  
up cards (enlarged to A3  
for visibility on the board)

The Water We Drink
Activity 09: Water Fact Match-up

Activity 09

General
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Water 
Body

polar icecaps 
and glaciers

Fact

fresh water

Fact

2.25% of  
the world’s  
fresh water

Fact

they store 
75% of  
the world’s  
fresh water

Water 
Body

oceans and 
seas 

Fact

salt water

Fact

97% of the 
world’s water

Fact

must be  
desalinated  
to be  
drinkable

Water 
Body

underground 
storages

Fact

fresh water  
and salt water

Fact

0.75% of the 
world’s water

Fact

holds 100 
times more 
water than  
rivers and 
lakes

Water 
Body

lakes and 
rivers

Fact

fresh water  
and salt water

Fact

0.01% of the 
world’s water

Fact

formed by  
surface water  
run off and 
groundwater 
seepage

Water Fact  
Match-up

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Activity 09

Worksheet 
Water Body

The Water We Drink
Activity 09: Water Fact Match-up

Water body



31The Water We Drink
Our Water StoriesSource: Water Outlook For Melbourne 1 December 2014.

Facts

In developing countries the  
average daily water consump-
tion for one person is 10 litres  
compared to Melbourne’s  
2013–14 average daily water 
consumption of 251 litres.

Water plays a major part in all  
societies. Your students’ experiences 
will be wide and varied due to religion, 
culture, age and geographical  
location. This topic aims to highlight 
and reinforce that the water we get 
from our tap is safe to drink, even 
though in their previous experiences 
this may not have been the case.  
Over a billion people in the world  
do not have access to clean water.  

As a result many class members,  
due to their own experiences, may  
not realise that Melbourne’s water 
supply is safe to drink straight from 
the tap. Included in this section are 
stories students have relayed during 
classes and examples of activities 
that could be associated with them. 
Record your own students’ stories  
as extension activities.

Our Water Stories

Background Information

Unit One: EAL Syllabus
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Materials 

•	 Images of Water Around  
the World handout 

•	 Images of people collecting 
water around the world (from 
internet, magazines, etc.)

Materials 

•	 Images of Water Around  
the World handout

Materials 

•	 Images of Water Around  
the World handout

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Water Around  
the World

The Water We Drink
Activity 10: Water Around the World

Activity 10

Activity 10Activity 10

Level 2

BeginnersGeneral

Activity 10

Level 1

•	 Ask the class to brainstorm  
vocab associated with  
the picture. 

 – What can you see  
in the photograph? 

 – Who is in the picture? 

 – What are they doing? 

 – What country do you  
think they come from? 

 – What are they using  
to carry water? 

 – How do you think they 
could carry this? 

•	 Give students different  
images of someone carrying or 
collecting water. Place students 
in pairs or small groups and get 
them to describe their photo to 
each other.

•	 Have the students record their 
answers for each picture. 

 – Who is in the picture? 

 – What are they doing? 
 

 – What country do you  
think they come from? 

 – What are they using  
to carry water? 

 – How do you think they 
could carry this?

•	 Have the students record their 
answers for each picture. 

 – Who is in the picture? 

 – What are they doing? 

 – What country do you think 
they come from? 

 – What are they using to carry 
water? 

 – How do you think they 
could carry this? 

•	 Once this is done, students 
need to write a descriptive  
paragraph.

Activity – Beginners

Activity – Level 1

Activity – Level 2

Display an image of someone collecting or carrying water. Discuss what 
the picture is about.

In pairs, have students discuss the six pictures on the Images of Water 
Around the World handout.

In pairs, have students discuss the six pictures on the Images of Water 
Around the World handout.
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Activity 10

Handout

Images of Water  
Around the World

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

The Water We Drink
Activity 10: Water Around the World
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Materials

•	 Water Stories worksheet

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Water Stories

•	 Using the first story, you  
may demonstrate how to  
complete the table on the  
Water Stories worksheet. 

•	 Students then complete  
the table individually or  
with a partner. 

•	 Once completed, students 
report back to the class and 
complete the table on the  
board together. 

•	 Students may (using the  
structure of this activity)  
verbally substitute their own 
story and then complete the 
cloze activity on page 40 of  
the Water Stories worksheet. 

•	 Students will need to revise 
question forms and match  
topics and questions. They  
will then need to use these 
questions to interview three 
students in their class. 

•	 They will need to use the  
survey to complete the cloze.

Activity – Beginners

As a group look at the Water Stories worksheet and read the stories  
on water collection.

Activity 11

Beginners

The Water We Drink
Activity 11: Water Stories
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Activity 11: Water Stories

Water Stories

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Activity 11

Worksheet

My name is Josie.
I come from the Philippines.
I live near the city.
I get my water from the river.

My name is Silvia.
I come from El Salvador.
I live in a village.
I collect water from a pipe.
I carry the water in plastic containers.

My name is Anh.
I come from Vietnam.
I live in the country.
I collect our water from a well.
I carry the water in buckets on a long pole.

My name is Nouria.
I come from Ethiopia.
I live in a small village.
I collect water from a waterhole.
I carry the water in a jug on my back.

My name is Samira.
I come from India.
I live in the village.
I get water from the well.
I carry water in a bucket.
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Water Stories

These five people have told their stories about water in their own countries. 
Read their stories and complete the table.

How did you collect water in your country?

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Activity 11

Worksheet

1 2 3 4 5

Name
Samira

Country
El Salvador

Where they 
live? near the city

Where they 
get the water 
from?

water hole

What do they 
use to carry 
water?

buckets on  
a long pole

The Water We Drink
Activity 11: Water Stories

Complete the sentences below.

My name is

I come from

I lived in (the city / the country / a village)

I collected water from the

I used a to carry the water.
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Water Stories

Use these questions to ask three other students in your class about water 
collection in their country.

Match the headings to their questions. The first one is done for you.

Use one person’s answers to complete the sentences.

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Activity 11

Worksheet

1 2 3

Name

Country

Where they lived?

Where they got the water from?

What they used to carry water?

The Water We Drink
Activity 11: Water Stories

I talked to (Student’s name)

He / She comes from (Country of birth)

He / She lived in (the city / the country / a village)

He / She collected water from the

He / She used a to carry the water.

Name Where did you collect water from?
Country of birth What did you carry the water in?
Place lived What is your name?
Water collected What country are you from?
Water carrier Where did you live?
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Materials 

•	 Water Stories Worksheet A

Materials 

•	 Water Stories Worksheet B

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Water Stories

The Water We Drink
Activity 12: Water Stories

Activity 12

Level 2

Activity 12

Level 1

•	 Ask the students questions 
(verbally).

•	 Using the Water Stories  
worksheet, students need  
to answer the questions  
and sequence the story.

•	 Ask the students questions 
(verbally).

•	 Students then complete the 
Water Stories worksheet.

Activity – Level 1

Activity – Level 2

Read Rosa’s story as a class.

Read Rosa’s story as a class.
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Activity 12: Water Stories

Activity 12

Worksheet A

Water Stories

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Read Rosa’s story about collecting water and then answer the questions.

Rosa’s Story

I grew up in El Salvador. There were no taps in my village. We collected our  

water from the river. We also used the river to wash in. 

When I was young one of my daily jobs was to fetch water from the river 

every morning. My mother had two large containers outside our house. These 

needed to be filled before I went to school in the afternoon. 

The river was about fifteen minutes away from our house. I needed to get 

about 30 litres of water for my mother each day. I would carry two containers, 

one on my head and one under my arm. I always put a banana leaf over the 

top of the container to stop the water from spilling. The journey home was 

hard because I had to walk up the hill. 

My mother used the water for washing and cooking. We had to boil the water 

I collected from the river as it had parasites in it that would make us sick.
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Activity 12

Worksheet A

Water Stories

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Rosa went to school.

She placed a banana leaf over the containers so the water would not spill.

She gave the containers of water to her mother.

In the morning Rosa took two containers down to the river to collect water.

Rosa walked up the hill with one container of water on her head and the other under her arm.

She filled the containers from the river.

1. Who is this story about?

2. Which of the titles tells us about the story?
   

My hobbies  
 
Collecting water  

 
Living in Australia

3. Where did Rosa grow up?

4. Did she live in a main city or a village?

5. Where did she get the water from?

6. What did her mother need the water for?

7. Was the water okay to drink straight away?

8. What did they do to the water before they drank it?

9. What did Rosa use to collect the water in?

10. How many containers of water did she need to collect daily?

 How many containers of water did she collect weekly?  containers x   days =   containers of water

11. Cut out the sentences and paste in the correct order of Rosa’s day.

The Water We Drink
Activity 12: Water Stories
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1. Who is this story about?

2. Which of the titles tells us about the story?
   

My hobbies  
 
Collecting water  

 
Living in Australia

3. Where did Rosa grow up?

4. Did she live in a main city or a village?

5. Where did she get the water from?

6. What did her mother need the water for?

Activity 12

Worksheet B

Water Stories

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Read Rosa’s story about collecting water and then answer the questions.

Rosa’s Story

I grew up in El Salvador in a small village. There was no running water  

available in our village so we collected our daily water supply from the nearby 

river. We also used the river to wash in. 

When I was young one of my daily jobs was to fetch water from the river every 

morning. My mother had two large containers outside our house. These needed 

to be filled before I went to school in the afternoon. 

The river was about fifteen minutes away from our house. I needed to get about 

30 litres of water for my mother each day. I would carry two containers, one on 

my head and one under my arm. To balance the container on my head I would 

twist a scarf to make a circle. I would then put this on my head and place the 

container in the centre. I always put a banana leaf over the top of the container 

to stop the water from spilling. The journey home was hard because I had to 

walk up the hill. 

My mother used the water for washing and cooking. Sometimes I would have 

to get more water in the afternoon. The water collected from the river had to be 

boiled before we could use it for drinking or cooking as it had parasites in it that 

would make us sick. 

My mother always kept a clay jug on the table with cool drinking water in it  

to drink. When I got older they laid pipes to bring the water from the river  

to a central tap in the town. This made it a lot easier to collect the water.

The Water We Drink
Activity 12: Water Stories
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Activity 12: Water Stories

Activity 12

Worksheet B

Water Stories

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

7. Was the water okay to drink straight away?

 What sentence tells you this?

8. What did Rosa use to collect the water in?

9. How many containers of water did she need to collect daily?

 
How many containers of water did she collect weekly?  containers x   days =   containers of water

 Each day Rosa collected 30 litres of water, how many litres of water did she collect a week?

 
 litres x   days =   containers of water

10. Put the story in order of Rosa’s day.

 
Rosa went to school.

 
She placed a banana leaf over the containers so the water would not spill.

 
She gave the containers of water to her mother.

 
In the morning Rosa took two containers down to the river to collect water.

 
Rosa walked up the hill with one container of water on her head and the other under her arm.

 
She filled the containers from the river.

11. Rewrite the sentences in the correct order.
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Activity 12

Worksheet B

Water Stories

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Prepositions are usually placed before a noun or pronoun. They tell us where, 
when and how. Read the story and put the prepositions, in the box below, 
into the story. The prepositions may be used more than once.

Rosa’s Story

I grew up  El Salvador. In my village there were no taps.  

We collected our water  the river. We also used the river 

to wash in. When I was young one of my daily jobs was  

fetch water from the river every morning. My mother had two large containers 

 our house. These needed to be filled before I went to school 

in the afternoon. The river was about fifteen minutes away  

our house. I needed to get about 30 litres of water for my mother each day. 

I would carry two containers, one  my head and one under 

my arm. To balance the container on my head I would twist a scarf to make a 

circle. I would then put this  my head and place the container 

 the centre. I always put a banana leaf  the 

top of the container to stop the water from spilling. The journey home was hard 

because I had to walk  the hill. My mother used the water  

 washing and cooking. Sometimes I would have to get more 

water  the afternoon. We had to boil the water I collected 

 the river as it had parasites in it that would make us sick.  

My mother always had a clay jug  the table with cool  

drinking water  it to drink. When I got older they laid pipes to 

bring the water from the river to a central tap in the town. This made it  

a lot easier to collect the water.

on in from up for to over up outside

The Water We Drink
Activity 12: Water Stories



Students will need to 
place the prepositions  
in the correct place in  
the story.
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Materials 

•	 Water Memories Worksheet A

Materials 

•	 Water Memories Worksheet B

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Water Memories Activity 13

Level 2

Activity 13

Level 1

•	 Students then complete  
the first column in the Water 
Memories worksheet, recording 
their personal information  
and memories. 

•	 Once this is done, they will  
need to survey two class  
members. 

•	 Using the completed survey, 
students will give a verbal report 
on one of the students they 
spoke to.

•	 Students then need to survey 
three class members about their 
memories and experiences. 

•	 Using the completed survey, 
students will give a verbal report 
on one of the students they 
spoke to. 

•	 Students will also need to write 
a paragraph about one of the 
class members they surveyed.

Activity – Level 1

Activity – Level 2

As a class, have students share their water memories from their own 
country – collection, water source, festivals, ceremonies, recreation, etc.

As a class, have students share their water memories from their own 
country – collection, water source, festivals, ceremonies, recreation, etc.

The Water We Drink
Activity 13: Water Memories
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Water Memories

Write your water experiences and memories in column one and then  
interview two class members and write their water experiences and  
memories in columns two and three.

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Activity 13

Worksheet A

1 2 3

Name

Country

Where did they live?
(city/country/village)

Was there a lot of water where 
they lived or were they careful 
about where and what they  
used water for?

Where did they get the water  
from as a child? (tap/river/well)

If they had to carry the  
water what did they use?

Did they have to boil the water 
before they could drink it?  
If so, for what reason.

What is a happy memory,  
relating to water, that they have?

The Water We Drink
Activity 13: Water Memories
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Water Memories

Interview three class members about their water memories. If possible, try  
to interview people from different countries so that experiences are varied.

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Activity 13

Worksheet B

1 2 3

Name

Country

Where did they live?
(city/country/village)

Was there a lot of water where 
they lived or were they careful 
about where and what they  
used water for?

Where did they get the water  
from as a child? (tap/river/well)

If they had to carry the  
water what did they use?

Did they have to boil the water 
before they could drink it?  
If so, for what reason.

What is a happy memory,  
relating to water, that they have?

The Water We Drink
Activity 13: Water Memories



Students will learn about 
their peers’ different  
water experiences.
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Water is essential for sustaining life on Earth. The amount 
of water on the planet remains constant, but all of it is  
constantly being cycled between the atmosphere, the 
ocean and the land. This continuous movement is called 
the water cycle (or hydrological cycle). This cycle is a  
natural process in which water can change into three 
states of matter (solid, liquid and gas), depending on  
the temperature.

When water (as a liquid) is heated by the sun, it evaporates 
from rivers, oceans and other water bodies on the surface 
of the Earth. The heat from the sun provides enough energy 
for the water molecules to break up and rise into the  
atmosphere as water vapour.

As the water vapour rises, the air becomes cooler and the 
water vapour condenses back into tiny droplets. These join 
together to form clouds. When the atmospheric pressure is 
right the water droplets fall back to Earth as precipitation.  
This may be in the form of liquid (rain) or solid (hail or snow) 
depending on the air temperature.

When the water returns to Earth, it either infiltrates the 
surface and collects underground in aquifers, or becomes 
run-off that flows into rivers or streams. Water that  
infiltrates the Earth’s surface can also be absorbed by the 
roots of plants. The water travels up to the plants’ leaves  
and some of it is used in the process of photosynthesis.  
On a warm, sunny day some of the water is lost through 
the stomata of leaves – a process called transpiration.  

As the water changes from liquid to gas and back to  
liquid before returning to Earth, it undergoes a process  
that naturally removes some of its impurities.

The Water Cycle

Background Information

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

The Water We Drink
The Water Cycle



Precipitation
(rain, snow & hail)

EvaporationTranspiration

Condensation

River & 
Streams
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Condensation
Water changing state  
from vapour to liquid.

Evaporation
Water changing state  
from liquid to vapour.

Ground water
Water found below  
the surface of the Earth.

Infiltration
Process by which water  
seeps into the soil.

Precipitation
When water falls to the Earth  
(rain, snow, sleet, hail, fog).

Transpiration
The evaporation of water  
from plant leaves.

Water table
The level of underground  
Earth which is saturated  
with water.

Water is a unique element and it  
can be found naturally on Earth in 
three states – gas, solid and liquid. 
Water exists in a gaseous form as 
water vapour in our atmosphere 
and breath. In liquid form it can be 
found in rivers, streams, oceans, rain, 
ground water, aquifers and reservoirs. 
Solid forms of water include snow, 
sleet, ice, icebergs and hail. Water can 
change from one state to another with 
the application or removal of heat. In 
nature the heat is provided by the sun.

Heat

•	 Melting – the change from  
solid to liquid. 

•	 Evaporation – the process  
of a liquid changing to a gas. 

•	 Sublimation – the process of a 
solid changing directly to a gas.

Cooling

•	 Condensation – the process  
of water changing from a gas  
to a liquid. 

•	 Freezing – the process of water 
changing from a liquid to solid.

The Water Cycle

Relevant Vocabulary

States of Matter

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

The Water We Drink
The Water Cycle
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Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Water Cycle Vocab

•	 Write the vocabulary and their  
meanings on large cards  
(see definitions in background 
information). 

•	 Distribute the cards out to 
students who then must move 
around the class to match the 
word with its definition. When 
they have found their partner, 
they should place the word and 
its meaning on the board to be 
checked by the class. 

•	 These words can then be: 

 – put into sentences (verbally  
or written). If written they 
can then be cut up and 
reordered 

 – jumbled for students to 
rearrange letters to make 
words from the vocab list 
(for example icptrptaoieni/ 
precipitation) 

 – placed in a word find

Activity – All Levels

Introduce students to the water cycle vocabulary (found in the word find).

Materials

•	 Word Find – The Water Cycle

The Water We Drink
Activity 14: Water Cycle Vocabulary

Activity 14

General
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The Water Cycle

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

The Water We Drink
Activity 14: Water Cycle Vocabulary

Activity 14

Worksheet

Word Find

Words to Find 

 catchment 

 clouds

 condensation

 cycle

 dams 

 droplets 

 evaporation

 ocean

 precipitation

 rain

 runoff

 soaks

 sun 

 transpiration

 water

r i r e l o t w t r s r n f e

e u r i t c r g e k e o s t u

s s n t e e a s a t i m n i s

t t i o a a n o a t a e o o u

r e f t f n s w a d m t v f o

e i r t e f p t y h e e o i d

t e e l o t i b c c e m r m o

m e c o l p r t t l s h e f e

r y a a i a a d r o p l e t s

c m m c h c t m h u i a e e n

g i e s u n i o h d e f g e r

b r r a g y o v t s f n d y i

p c o n d e n s a t i o n e o

r a i n p r h o e t t r h a b

e v a p o r a t i o n y a h t
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Materials

•	 Images of Water in  
Various States handout 

•	 Magazines 

•	 Scissors 

•	 Glue 

•	 Pencils 

•	 Three large sheets of paper

Materials

•	 Images of Water in  
Various States handout  

•	 Solid, Liquid or  
Gas worksheet

Activity 15

Activity 15Activity 15

Level 2

BeginnersGeneral

Activity 15

Level 1

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Solid, Liquid  
or Gas

•	 Draw three columns on the 
board with the headings: liquid, 
gas and solid. 

•	 As a class brainstorm things 
that would go under each  
heading, e.g. saucepan cooking 
on the stove, freezer, iceberg, 
river, etc. 

•	 Place three large sheets  
of paper on a table – one  
for each state. 

•	 Students will then need to find 
pictures of water in its various 
states of matter and place on 
the correct sheet of paper.

•	 In pairs, using the Solid, Liquid 
or Gas worksheet, students  
are to list or draw water in its 
various states of matter under 
the correct headings. 

•	 They can then report back  
to the class.

Activity – Beginners

Activity – Levels 1 and 2

As a class look at the images in the handout and discuss what they are 
and in what state of matter the water is – liquid, gas or solid.

As a class look at the images in the handout and discuss what they are 
and in what state of matter the water is – liquid, gas or solid.

The Water We Drink
Activity 15: Solid, Liquid or Gas
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Activity 15

Handout

Solid, Liquid  
or Gas

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

The Water We Drink
Activity 15: Solid, Liquid or Gas
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Solid, Liquid  
or Gas

Write or draw samples of water in its various states of matter.

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Activity 15

Worksheet

Solid Liquid Gas

The Water We Drink
Activity 15: Solid, Liquid or Gas
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Materials 

•	 A3 water cycle poster 

•	 Water Cycle worksheet

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

The Water Cycle

The Water We Drink
Activity 16: The Water Cycle

•	 Using the Water Cycle  
worksheet, have students  
complete the diagram by  
putting the pictures where  
they belong.

Activity – Beginners

As a class look at the poster and verbally describe what is happening in 
each stage.

Activity 16

Beginners
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Activity 16: The Water Cycle

The Water Cycle

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Activity 16

Worksheet

Cut out the pictures below and paste them in the correct place on the  
water cycle.

The air cools down and 
the vapour turns back 
into tiny droplets that 
make clouds.

Water vapour falls as 
rain, hail or snow back 
to the ground.

The sun heats the water 
in rivers and oceans 
and turns it into vapour. 
It then rises into the air.

The water flows from 
the mountains into the 
creeks, streams and  
rivers and starts again.
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Materials 

•	 Parts of the Water Cycle 
worksheet

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Parts of the  
Water Cycle

The Water We Drink
Activity 17: Parts of the Water Cycle

•	 Using the Parts of Water  
Cycle worksheet students 
will then need to cut out the 
descriptions and place them 
beside the correct stage of  
the water cycle.

Activity – Beginners

Refer back to the water cycle experiment and discuss the different 
stages and vocabulary with the class.

Activity 17

Beginners



Precipitation
(rain, snow & hail)

Evaporation Condensation

Transpiration
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Parts of the 
Water Cycle

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Activity 17

Worksheet

The Water We Drink
Activity 17: Parts of the Water Cycle

Cut out the descriptions and paste them next to the correct picture.

Water vapour 
falls as rain, hail 
or snow back to 
the ground.

The evaporation 
of water from 
plant leaves.

The air cools 
down and the  
vapour turns 
back into tiny 
droplets that 
make clouds.

The sun heats 
the water in  
rivers and oceans 
and turns it into 
vapour. It then 
rises into the air.
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Materials 

•	 A3 water cycle poster 

•	 Water Cycle worksheet 

•	 Parts of the Water Cycle 
worksheet

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Water Cycle

The Water We Drink
Activity 18: Water Cycle

Activity 18

Level 2

Activity 18

Level 1

•	 Using the Water Cycle  
worksheet, students will  
need to read the explanation  
of the water cycle and answer 
the questions. 

•	 Students will then need to  
use the Parts of the Water  
Cycle worksheet to: 

 – match vocab and  
their meanings 

 – label a diagram  
of the water cycle 

•	 Once completed have  
them write an explanation  
of the water cycle. 

•	 As part of the project  
students will: 

 – use their explanations  
and create a PowerPoint 
presentation 

 – make a model or poster 
explaining the water cycle

Activity – Levels 1 and 2

As a class look at the poster and verbally describe what is happening  
in each stage.

Activity 18

General
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Activity 18: Water Cycle

Water Cycle

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Activity 18

The Earth has a limited amount of 
water. That water keeps going around 
and around in what we call the ‘water 
cycle’. This cycle is made up of four 
main stages:

•	 evaporation
•	 condensation
•	 precipitation
•	 transpiration

Evaporation
Evaporation is when the sun  
heats up the water in rivers, lakes  
 

or oceans and turns it into vapour  
or steam. The water vapour or steam 
leaves the river, lake or ocean and 
goes into the air.

Condensation
Water vapour in the air gets cold and 
changes back into liquid, forming 
clouds. This is called condensation.

Precipitation
Precipitation occurs when so  
much water has condensed that  
the air cannot hold it anymore. The 
clouds get heavy and water falls back  

to the Earth in the form of rain, hail, 
sleet or snow.

Transpiration
When water falls back to Earth as 
precipitation, it may fall back in the 
oceans, lakes or rivers or it may end 
up on land. When it ends up on land, 
it will either soak into the Earth and 
become part of the ‘ground water’ 
that plants and animals use to drink  
or it may run over the soil and be  
collected in the oceans, lakes or rivers 
where the cycle starts all over again.

Use the water cycle information above to answer the questions.

1. What are the four main stages of the water cycle?
 

2. What happens when the water vapour gets cold?
 

 

3. What do we call it when rain falls back on the ground?
 

 

4. What occurs when the sun heats up the ocean water?
 

 

5. What are the four forms of precipitation?
 

6. Where does the water go when it falls on land?
 

Worksheet
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Parts of the 
Water Cycle

It takes seven years for one drop of water to make its way through the  
water cycle. Match the words below to their meaning.

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Activity 18

Worksheet

Evaporation Plants release water into the air through their leaves.

Condensation The process that explains water changing from a liquid to a gas.

Water Cycle Rain, snow or hail falling from the sky.

Precipitation The continuous way that water moves around the Earth in various states.

Transpiration The water rises and cools changing it from vapour to liquid.

The Water We Drink
Activity 18: Water Cycle

Use your knowledge of the water cycle to paste the labels below in the  
correct position on the water cycle.

Evaporation

Condensation

Precipitation

Infiltration

Transpiration

Water Cycle
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Parts of the 
Water Cycle

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Activity 18

Worksheet

The Water We Drink
Activity 18: Water Cycle
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Most of Melbourne’s water supply is collected from  
uninhabited mountain ash forests high in the Yarra  
Ranges east of Melbourne. More than 157,000 hectares 
of forest have been protected for over 100 years for the 
primary purpose of collecting water. These native forests 
catch, hold and filter rainwater as it flows across land  
into streams, rivers and then into reservoirs.

Information from www.melbournewater.com.au.

Nine major reservoirs supply Melbourne. They have  
a combined capacity of 1,773,000 megalitres.

Reservoir Capacity

Thomson 1,068,000

Upper Yarra 200,000

O’Shannassy 3,000

Maroondah 22,000

Sugarloaf 96,000

Yan Yean 30,000

Greenvale 27,000

Silvan 40,000

Cardinia 287,000

Tarago 38,000

Total 1,811,000

As most of Melbourne’s water comes from protected 
catchments, it requires minimal treatment before being 
supplied to customers. All water supplied is disinfected  
to ensure that the water is free from microorganisms  
that can cause disease. The treatment process involves 
disinfection, fluoridation and pH correction. This is  
continuously monitored and controlled.

Information taken from Water – learn It. live It. 2008.

From The Catchment 
To Your Tap

Background Information

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

The Water We Drink
From The Catchment To Your Tap



Image provided courtesy of Melbourne Water.

As most of Melbourne’s  
water comes from protected 
catchments, it requires  
minimal treatment before  
being supplied to customers.



66

Materials

•	 Word Find – How  
Water Gets to Our Taps

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Vocabulary

•	 These words can then be: 

 – put into sentences (verbally 
or written). If written they 
can then be cut up and 
reordered 

 – jumbled for students to  
rearrange letters to make 
words from vocab list  
(for example tctcmneha/
catchment) 

 – placed in a word find

Activity – All Levels

Introduce students to the vocabulary (found in the word find).

Activity 19

General

The Water We Drink
Activity 19: Vocabulary
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How Water Gets  
to Our Taps

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Activity 19

Worksheet

Word Find

Words to Find 

 catchment 

 clean

 clouds

 drink

 flouride 

 pipes 

 protected

 rain

 reservoir

 river

 storage

 tap

 treated 

 water

c f n p n a r o d d n e o d r

a c i i r e n e p h c e r d f

t e a f t o t r i i n d s r a

c r n a o a t n a t p g l i l

h a w s e n e e n n d e e v h

m h n r u o o o c i e g s e c

e h t o y f t t e t a t e r l

n r e s e r v o i r e d t p e

t e f p d e a k o e i d a s a

c l o u d s n t t r n t m t n

u p i e e i s o u c n a o o d

d r u e r r m o e t w e d d d

r p n d a n l y t n t r n f n

g h a e w f h n a e y t e m h

g f h d e e e e u o n t l g n

The Water We Drink
Activity 19: Vocab
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Materials

•	 Map of Melbourne’s  
Catchment Area handout 

•	 Melways or local map 

•	 Markers

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Melbourne’s  
Catchment Areas

•	 Look at the handout (a map of 
Melbourne’s catchment areas) 
together and locate features  
like Port Phillip Bay, Melbourne, 
the mountains and the water 
catchments. 

•	 With the students discuss the 
proximity of the catchment area 
to Melbourne. 

 – Is Melbourne in the city  
or the country? 

 – Are the catchment areas  
in the city or country? 

 – Why do you think the  
catchments are located 
where they are? 

 – Do you think that the water 
will be clean? Why? 

•	 Listening activity – give the  
students verbal instructions  
and have them: 

 – place a large blue dot  
on Melbourne 

 – draw a fish in Port  
Phillip Bay 

 – put a red cross on the  
reservoir closest to  
Melbourne 

 – put a yellow triangle on  
the dam furthest away  
from Melbourne 

 – put a green dot where  
they think they live

Activity – All Levels

As a class discuss what a water catchment is (the area where Melbourne’s 
water supply is caught and stored).

Activity 20

General

The Water We Drink
Activity 20: Melbourne’s Catchment Areas
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Melbourne’s Water Catchment

Map of Melbourne’s 
Catchment Area

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Activity 20

Handout

Thomson 
Reservoir

Upper Yarra
Reservoir

Tarago
ReservoirCardinia

Reservoir

Silvan
Reservoir

Maroondah
Reservoir

Yea

O'Shannassy
Reservoir

Sugrloaf
Reservoir

Yan Yean
ReservoirGreenvale

Reservoir

Toorourrong
Reservoir

MELBOURNE

Westernport

Yarra Valley
Water

South East
Water

Goulburn
River

City West
Water

Port Phillip
Bay

Bass Strait

Melbourne Water
Water Supply System

Water Supply Pipeline
Aqueduct

Desalination Pipeline

Retail Water Area
Boundary

Water Supply
Catchment Area

Water Supply
Storage Reservoir

Yea-Sugarloaf Pipeline

Western Water
(Sunbury)

Western Water
(Melton)

Barwon Water
(Cowes Hills)

Gippsland Water
(Warragul)

Gippsland Water
(Neerim South)

Southern Rural Water
(Macalister Irrigation District)

The Water We Drink
Activity 20: Melbourne’s Catchment AreasMap supplied by Melbourne Water.
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Materials

•	 Images of a protected  
water catchment

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Water Catchment 
Images

•	 Cut them up and give each 
group a sentence to arrange 
into the correct order. 

 – Melbourne’s water  
catchment areas have  
been protected for over  
100 years. 

 – Melbourne’s water supply is 
collected from uninhabited 
mountain ash forests high 
in the Yarra Ranges east of 
Melbourne. 

 – The catchment area has 
more than 157,000 hectares 
of natural forest. 

 – These native forests catch, 
hold and filter rainwater. 

•	 Read the sentences out  
aloud and discuss what  
they mean with the class.  
What does protected and  
uninhabited mean? 

•	 Ask the students to think of 
adjectives that describe these 
images, e.g. clean, quiet, fresh 
air, natural, space, pristine. 

•	 Ask students whether they think 
the water caught in these areas 
would be clean or polluted. 

•	 Students can use images  
to write a poem (see cinquain 
poetry lesson) or an acrostic 
poem (see below).

C lean

A ir

T rees

C reatures

H abitats

M agnificent

E nvironment

N ature

T ogether

Activity – All Levels

Write the following facts on cards.

Activity 21

General

The Water We Drink
Activity 21: Water Catchment Images



Melbourne’s water  
catchment areas have  
been protected for 
more than 100 years.
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Materials

•	 Computers 

•	 Our Water Supplies  
worksheet

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Our Water Supplies

•	 If too hard for beginners, they 
can do it together as a class 
and copy the information onto 
their worksheet.

Activity – All Levels

Have students use their computer skills to investigate Melbourne’s water 
supply system.

Activity 22

General

The Water We Drink
Activity 22: Our Water Supplies
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Our Water Supplies

Visit the Melbourne Water website www.melbournewater.com.au and find  
the names of the ten major reservoirs. Record their total storage capacity  
and current storage level in the table.

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Activity 22

Worksheet

Reservoir name Total storage capacity Current storage level

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

The Water We Drink
Activity 22: Our Water Supplies

Use the water cycle information above to answer the questions.

1. Which is the largest reservoir?
 

 
2. Which is the smallest reservoir?
 

3. Which is currently holding the most water?
 

 
4. Which is currently holding the least amount of water?
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Materials 

•	 Water Journey worksheet 

•	 Scissors 

•	 Glue

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

The Water’s  
Journey

The Water We Drink
Activity 23: The Water’s Journey

Activity 23

Activity 23Activity 23

Level 2

BeginnersGeneral

Activity 23

Level 1

•	 Have the students listen to  
you read the passage and  
then place the sentences in  
the correct order. Correct  
order of sentences: 

 – Rain falls into protected 
catchment areas. 

 – Water is collected and 
stored in reservoirs or dams. 

 – Small amounts of chlorine 
are added to kill the germs. 

 – Fluoride is added to stop 
tooth decay. 

 – Water is regularly tested 
for quality by your water 
company. 

 – Water then travels through 
pipes to your house.

Melbourne collects most of its water from protected catchments.  
A protected catchment is a natural area where only plants and animals live. 
By not allowing people in these areas we are able to keep the water free 
from pollution. The majority of Melbourne’s water comes from protected 
catchments in the mountains north and east of the city.

Water is collected from these catchments and stored in reservoirs or  
dams. The water stays in the reservoirs for two to five years. During this 
time natural filtration can occur – soil particles and other material sink to  
the bottom of the reservoir. The sunlight kills most of the bacteria present 
in the water.

Small amounts of chlorine are added to the water to kill any remaining 
micro organisms that may cause disease. Fluoride is also added to  
Melbourne’s water supply to prevent tooth decay.

Water is then transported through a system of pipes to your water  
company where quality is tested. From here it is delivered to your  
house through underground pipes. You then turn on the tap and the  
water flows out.

Source: Melbourne Water.

Activity – Beginners

As a class discuss the journey from catchment to tap.

Passage to read to students
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Materials

•	 Water Journey worksheet 

•	 Scissors 

•	 Glue

Source: Melbourne Water.

Melbourne collects most of its water from protected catchments.  
A protected catchment is a natural area where only plants and animals live. 
By not allowing people in these areas we are able to keep the water free 
from pollution. The majority of Melbourne’s water comes from protected 
catchments in the mountains north and east of the city.

Water is collected from these catchments and stored in reservoirs or  
dams. The water stays in the reservoirs for two to five years. During this 
time natural filtration can occur – soil particles and other material sink to 
the bottom of the reservoir. The sunlight kills most of the bacteria present 
in the water.

Small amounts of chlorine are added to the water to kill any remaining 
microorganisms that may cause disease. Fluoride is also added to  
Melbourne’s water supply to prevent tooth decay. 

Water is then transported through a system of pipes to your water  
company where quality is tested. From here it is delivered to your  
house through underground pipes. You then turn on the tap and the  
water flows out.

Passage to read to students

Activity 23

Level 2

Activity 23

Level 1

The Water’s  
Journey

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

•	 Instruct students to cut out  
the sentences. 

•	 In pairs have the students 
discuss the order they think the 
sentences might go in. 

•	 Have the students listen to you 
read out the correct order and 
place the sentences in the cor-
rect order.  

•	 Correct order of sentences: 

 – Rain falls into protected 
catchment areas. 

 – Water is collected and 
stored in reservoirs or dams. 

 – Small amounts of chlorine 
are added to kill the germs. 

 – Fluoride is added to stop 
tooth decay. 

 – Water goes to your water 
company and is tested  
for quality. 

 – Water then travels through 
pipes to your house.

Activity – Level 1 and level 2

Read the sentences to the class and discuss the journey from catchment 
to tap.

The Water We Drink
Activity 23: The Water’s Journey
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Water Journey

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

The Water We Drink
Activity 24: The Water’s Journey

Activity 24

Worksheet

Water is collected and stored in reservoirs or dams.

Water then travels through pipes to your house.

Small amounts of chlorine are added to kill germs.

Rain falls into protected catchment areas.

Fluoride is added to stop tooth decay.

Water goes to your water company and is tested for quality.

Listen to your teacher tell the story of how water gets to our taps.  
Cut out the sentences and put in order.



Water is collected and 
stored in reservoirs  
or dams. Water is  
tested for quality.

Image provided courtesy of Melbourne Water.
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Materials 

•	 The Journey worksheet 

•	 Passage in previous activity 
provides answers

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

The Journey

The Water We Drink
Activity 25: The Journey

Activity 25

Level 2

Activity 25

Level 1

•	 As a class read the passage 
aloud and discuss the answers 
the students have written.

Activity – Levels 1 and 2

Have the students complete The Journey worksheet.

Activity 25

General
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Activity 25

Worksheet

The Journey

Unit One: EAL Syllabus

Fill in the missing words using the words in the table below.

Melbourne collects most of its   

from protected catchments. A protected catchment  

is a natural area where only  and  

animals live. By  allowing people  

in these areas we are able to keep the water free  

from  . The majority of Melbourne’s  

water comes from protected catchments in the 

 north and east of the city.

Water is collected from these catchments and stored  

in reservoirs or  . The water stays in  

the reservoirs for two to five years. During this time  

natural  can occur – soil particles  

and other material sink to the bottom of the reservoir.  

The sunlight kills most of the   

present in the water.

Small amounts of chlorine are added to the water  

to kill any remaining micro organisms that may cause 

 . Fluoride is also added to Melbourne’s 

water supply to prevent  decay.

Water is then transported through a system of 

 to your water company where  

quality is tested. From here it is delivered to your  

house through underground pipes. You then turn  

on the  and the water flows out.

tap bacteria pollution water not disease

dams pipes filtration tooth mountains plants

The Water We Drink
Activity 25: The JourneyAdapted from Melbourne Water.
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